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Celebration Time

How Does Our

Garden Grow??

To put it plainly—our Garden flourishes!!

A supportive crowd gathered Saturday,
August 12, 2000 to view and admire the
impressive progress and to participate in the
ribbon-cutting ceremony to officially open
the Priest Lake Museum Nature Garden.

The occasion proved to be a rewarding way
to top off months of hard work expended by
a determined group of people with a diversi-
ty of talents. It was just this diversity com-
ing together as one toward a common goal
that made amazing things happen! The
unsightly plot of ground at the center of our
parking lot has become an inviting land-
scape where visitors can rest, stroll and
learn about and identify plants native to the
area.

A huge amount of ingenuity, consultation,
planning, persistence, diligence and good
old-fashioned elbow grease produced the
gratifying results. And it was all accom-
plished through volunteer manpower and
funded through sponsors who wanted to see
the idea become a reality. Work to finish
this project and then to maintain it over the
years will be ongoing. A sprinkler system
has been installed, pathways with wheel-
chair accessibility have been designed and
laid and the whole Nature Garden has been
enclosed inside a fence built with indige-
nous materials; logs hand-harvested from
the Sundance Fire area and rocks hand-
picked and transported to the site from the
Granite Falls region have been “molded”
into pylons by masons from Spilker
Masonry. And our stately entrance rock has

been adorned with bronze memorial and
sponsorship plaques mounted on it. So the
“infrastructure” is in place and the seeds for
more growth need only to be nurtured.

The Luby Bay cabin housing the museum
exhibits was built by the Civilian
Conservation Corps in 1935 as a Ranger
Station and sits on Forest Service land. So
this project represents a perfect example of a
cooperative effort between the Museum
Board of Directors and the U.S. Forest
Service Staff. Kent Dunstan, District
Ranger and Debbie Butler, Museum Liaison
provided alot of energetic workers and help-
ful input, making the tasks more easily
attainable. The Museum Board is especially
grateful for their presence.

On August 12, with Mother Nature offering
a near-perfect day; speeches were delivered
telling how this dream evolved and became
a reality; good laughs were had; deserved
kudos given; tokens of appreciation present-
ed and a memorable time enjoyed by all who
attended. As one founding member put it:
“If someone had told me a year ago that this
mess would look like it does today, I would
have replied, ‘OH SURE!" It’s truly amaz-
ing!1”

We invite you to come see for yourselves
this summer. And we hope our Garden con-

tinues to GROW!

Benefactors Who
Helped Our Garden
Flourish:

All the donors and sponsors

Dave Nelson, Land Expressions

Spilker Masonry

Smith-Cornell Impressions, Glenn Nelson

Bob LaFontaine

Priest Lake Lumber Co.

Hulett Printing

McDonald Logging

Roger Bonneau, Linger Longer Village
Manager

School District 83 - Priest Lake Elementary

Kent Dunstan, District Ranger, USFS
Norgy Asleson, Asst. Ranger, USFS
Debbie Butler, Museum Liaison, USES
USES personnel

(This list is through September, 2000)



MUSEUM REVUE
A Greeting from the

President

“Hello! I noted the following anonymous quo-
tation somewhere recently— ‘the past belongs to
the future, but only those in the present can
preserve it’. This quotation seems a fitting des-
cription of the Museum Association’s mission
statement to collect materials which illuminate
the cultural and natural history of the Priest
Lake Region from the past to the present.

Thus, our task becomes an ongoing, ever-
changing challenge; with old and new materials
surfacing all the time. We believe that goal of
preserving the Region’s past for future genera-
tions is a worthwhile venture. You become part
of that venture through your wisits, your volun-
teerism, your in-kind and financial commit-
ments. Together we will make the difference!

Thank you!
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To Our Valued Members
and Donors

First of all, we thank each of you for the
confidence you have shown through con-
tinued support of Priest Lake Museum
Association and the mission of historical
preservation we have undertaken.

May we ask that, in the future, you send all

monetary mailings (memberships, memori-
als, etc.) to Don Pratt, Treasurer, 141 Copper
Bay Court, Nordman, ID 83848, unless oth-
erwise stated at a specific time or on a spe-
cific form. This we ask, in an effort to min-
imize errors in recording and to facilitate
the writing of thank you notes and
acknowledgements.

Appropriate forms will be available at the
Museum during the summer if you do find it
more convenient to donate while you are
visiting. Please ask the Host on duty for the
proper form to fill in so we have all the per-
tinent and correct information. All of this
will help us handle your donations with
accuracy. Thank you!

200l Board Members:

Kate Batey

James E. Cooper

Marcella Cooper - Secretary
Ada Crum

Lois Hill

Elenor Link

Regina Manser - President

Jim McDowell - Vice President
Jeanie Melvin

Donald R. Pratt - Treasurer
Pat Verge

GG Fisher - Board Adviser
Debbie Butler - USFS/Museum Liaison
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“In The Spotlight”

When you hear the word “versatile”, it
brings to mind our admirable lady in the
spotlight, Kate Batey. She first came to
Priest Lake with hubby, Harry, in 1952 to
spend summers at Beaver Creek and they
decided then that this was a paradise where
they wanted to spend a lot of time. So since
Harry retired in 1985, they have lived full
time between the Beaver Creek summer
cabin and what they refer to as their “down-
south” residence at Lamb Creek near the
golf course during the winter months.

Both Kate and Harry have been very help-
fully active in this community over the
years. So, of course, we feel especially for-
tunate to have had Kate as a volunteer from
“day one” of the Museum’s opening in 1990
and as a Board Member for most of those
years. She'’s held nearly every position as a
Director and provides efficient guidance in
all that she undertakes on behalf of the
Museum Board. Currently, History/Archives
captures her energy, besides always being a
dependable volunteer host during our open
season. Because of her efforts, we have a
nice collection of both oral interviews from
local old timers and written histories of
many of the colorful early-day homesteaders

and settlers. Through these, the past.canbe .

treasured in the present and preserved
toward enlightening future generations.

Of course, Priest Lake Museum has to share
Kate and her abilities with other communi-
ty organizations such as Priest Lake Library,
Selkirk-Priest Basin Association and Priest
Lake Ladies Reading Group. Even though
Kate is no youngster in age; she thinks and
acts with youthfulness while utilizing the
wisdom of her years of experience. A pas-
sionate environmentalist, her lifestyle
encourages preservation of all things natur-
al. She is involved in organizations and
activities which make a lasting impact on
conservation of all our natural resources;
animal, vegetable and mineral. And she
pursues these values with a wise, deliberate
and tactful approach.

You can always be sure that when it’s time
to count the birds, Kate will be on the job!
She does nature studies for Cornell College
Laboratory of Ornithology in Mt. Vernon,
Iowa, from which she received her under-
graduate degree. She also has a Masters
Degree in English Literature from WSU
and taught both there and in Iran!

Consistent with her attitudes towards our
environment, her adventures in and on the
waters of Priest Lake include kayaking (pur-
chased a new kayak in 1998); almost daily

water-walking and swimming and any other
mode of travel in carriers which do not pol-
lute our pristine byways, acoustically or
environmentally. Appropriately then, she
is not an advocate of the personal water-
craft! A set of good fins and strong legs will
propel her swiftly enough, thank you! She
hikes at every occasion, cross-country skis
with friends as soon as the snow covers the
ground; reads voraciously and critically and
even paints in watercolors when the weath-
er is too inclement to spend outdoors. A
worldwide traveler; her most recent journey
took her and Harry to Tibet where they
climbed mountains! The mother of a son
and three daughters; August at Priest Lake
is usually “family time” with a house full of
“happy campers”.

Lithe and long in stature, kind and consid-
erate in spirit, bright and positive in dispo-
sition, quick with a hearty laugh and always
a twinkle in her eye—we are privileged to
have this knowledgeable lady in our
midst—AND WE SALUTE YOU, KATE
BATEY!

Wish List:

Copy Machine

Small Refrigerator

Garden Tools - shovels, trowels, rakes,
buckets, etc.

This Issue:

Editor - Regina Manser

Contributors - Kate Batey, Marita
McDonough, Kathryn Pratt, Regina
Manser
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Display At Priest Lake
Museum

When you visit the Museum this summer,
you will see some changes have been made.
Pam Martin and Marita McDonough have
been working over the last year and a half
to bring a few new items to the displays and
to spruce up some of the existing ones.

The first order of business was to visit and
give attention to the living room where
some rearranging was done. Most of what
was there is still there, but a few items have
been brought down from storage and in
from the collection of items donated
through the Clyde Allen estate. This
rearrangement has given the room a more
open, larger feeling. In order to open the
view of the room, the old display case con-
taining items for sale has been moved to
storage. Don Pratt has graciously built a
new rack to contain our merchandise,

. P

The wildlife exhibit across from the
Leonard Paul Store Miniature now includes
a new bobcat from Vince Aguirre and a fly-
ing grouse from Kate Batey. The Barred
Owl, the Dolly Varden and the Caribou
Head have a new home in this display,
mounted so that visitors may view them
from a more accessible perspective. A small
mink can also be found in this “habitat”.

In the coming months and years, other
changes and additions will be planned and
implemented as time and finances allow.
Some ideas in the beginning srage include
more of the history of the early settlers
around the Nordman area, a mining display
depicting that important activity which was
one of the primary economic reasons pioneers
came to these parts and the development of
eatly churches in the Priest Lake community.

MUSEUM REVUE

Pam and Marita have been working closely
with GG Fisher, without whose guidance
this job would be insurmountable, as well as
with other members of the Board of
Directors. They will continue to work on
fresh new ideas with the hope that the
enhanced exhibits will provide ongoing
enrichment for the visiting public.

(Marita McDonough)

Watch Your Step!

Before the Museum opens on May 26, 2001,
new carpeting will be installed. OQur old
covering has lasted eleven seasons and has
been “friendly” to many thousands of feet of
all sizes; sometimes even furry ones by mis-
take! Maintaining and upgrading are just
ongoing ingredients of keeping the Museum
in good repair. Your involvement helps us
address these issues.

No Time Like The
Present!

If you would enjoy sharing ideas and infor-
mation about Priest Lake with people from
all over the U.S. and around the world;
come join us as a Host. You don’t have to
be a long-time or full-time resident; just
interested, enthusiastic and reliable. We
have singles and couples who work togeth-
er. We provide the orientation and train-
ing. It’s really easy, fun and a great way to
become more knowledgeable about our
wonderful area. It is a vital boost to the
Museum operation and the new friends you
acquire are an added bonus! Just send in
the completed form below or contact any

Board Member. Thank you!

——————————————

Here’s Your Chance to Get Involved

YES! T’d like to become a part of the volunteer group at Priest Lake Museum
and Visitor Center. Mail to: P.O. Box 44, Coolin, ID 83821

which hangs on the wall next to the hand-
outs provided by the Forest Service. It is
our hope that the articles for sale, which are
clearly marked as samples to peruse, will Name:
encourage visitors to handle them, look

them over and be so entranced with the Address:
merchandise that they will have to buy!
As you enter the back gallery, you will see City/State/Zip

some of the items from the “Welcome Wall”

have been moved to the Native American Phone:
display area just to the left of the kitchen
and the “Welcome” has been redesigned to
show a large map of the lake, encouraging
visitors to identify the location of
various displays.

Period available:

Please circle area(s) of interest to you. THANK YOU!
Hosting ¢ Displays/Design ® Publicity/Acquisitions ® Programs/Activities
Housekeeping/Decor ® Gardening - Adopt-a-Plot ® Board Membership
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